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Record of Meeting | October 21, 2021 

  

The Illinois State Toll Highway Authority’s (“Tollway”) Board of Directors met in regular session 

on Thursday, October 21, 2021.  The meeting was held pursuant to the By-Laws of the Tollway 

upon call and notice of the meeting executed by Chairman Willard S. Evans, Jr. and posted in 

accordance with the requirements of the Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq.   

Due to necessary precautions relating to COVID-19, in accordance with the Gubernatorial 

Disaster Proclamation and current conditions, and consistent with the Open Meetings Act, it was 

determined by Chairman Willard S. Evans, Jr. that an in-person meeting of the body was neither 

practical nor prudent.  In compliance with all conditions of Section 7(e) of the Open Meetings Act, 

5 ILCS 120/7(e), the Board of Directors meeting was conducted by audio conference.  A telephone 

access number was provided for members of the public to monitor and/or participate in the 

meeting.    

[Bolded entries indicate issues which may require follow-up to present or report to the Board.] 

 

Call to Order / Roll Call  

 

Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at approximately 10:36 a.m..  He then asked the 

Board Secretary to call the roll, those Directors present and absent being as follows: 

Board Members Present:  Board Members Not Present: 

Chairman Willard S. Evans, Jr.  Governor JB Pritzker [ex officio] 

Director James Connolly  Secretary Omer Osman [ex officio] 

Director Stephen Davis    

Director Alice Gallagher    

Director Jacqueline Gomez   

Director Karen McConnaughay   

Director Scott Paddock   

Director Gary Perinar   

Director James Sweeney   

 

The Board Secretary declared a quorum present.   
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Chairman Evans reported that October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month and affirmed the 

Tollway’s commitment to safeguarding its customers’ personal information and the technical data 

relied on to successfully operate the Tollway system.  He noted that the agency’s Tentative FY 

2022 budget reflects this commitment with proposed funding increases for information technology.  

Chairman Evans also highlighted that the agency has recently surpassed its goal of planting 

58,000 trees along Tollway roadways and interchanges in accordance with its commitment to 

environmental awareness. 

Chairman Evans then introduced Captain Jason Bradley, Illinois State Police District 15, to 

provide a safety message.  

 

Safety Message 

 

Captain Jason Bradley informed Directors about a new safety initiative being used by Illinois State 

Police.  He explained that “Trooper Cooper,” a talking, remote controlled, child-sized state police 

vehicle, with flashing lights and blinking eyes, is making appearances at elementary schools and 

safety events to engage younger children about safety issues affecting them. 

Chairman Evans thanked Captain Bradley for the Safety Message.   

Public Comment 

 

Chairman Evans opened the floor for public comment.  No public comment was offered. 

Chairman’s Items 

 

Item 1: Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors Meeting held September 9, 

2021. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Chairman’s Item 1, the Minutes of the regular 

Board of Directors meeting held on September 9, 2021, as presented.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 
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Item 2: Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Session of the Board of Directors Meeting held 

September 9, 2021. 

Chairman Evans stated that without objection, action on Chairman’s Item 2, concerning the 

minutes of the closed meeting, will be deferred until after consideration in Executive Session.  

Item 3: Committee Reports 

Chairman Evans dispensed with committee reports, noting that all Directors were present for the 

committee meeting.  

Item 4: Approval of Organizational Restructuring and Delegation of Authority to Chair 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Chairman’s Item 4.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Item 5:  Additional items 

Having no further items, Chairman Evans turned the floor over to Executive Director José Alvarez. 

Executive Director’s Items 

 

Executive Director Alvarez announced the unveiling of the Tollway’s Tentative FY 2022 budget.  

Mr. Alvarez noted that members of the public can review the Tentative FY 2022 budget book on 

the Tollway’s website and view a recorded webinar or attend a live virtual public hearing on 

Monday, November 8, 2021. 

Additionally, Executive Director Alvarez highlighted the Tollway’s new M-8 maintenance site, 

which recently earned the Sustainability in Civil Engineering Award given by the American Society 

of Civil Engineers-Illinois Section (“ASCE”).  He noted that the ASCE applauded the agency for 

using a variety of sustainable features that could be adapted for use in future public structures 

and private businesses. 
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Mr. Alvarez then introduced T.J. Hengesbach, Tollway Inspector General, to present the Office of 

Inspector General’s Summary Activity Report for the period of March 1, 2021 to August 31, 2021.  

See attached report.   

Upon conclusion of the presentation, Executive Director Alvarez, having no further items, returned 

the floor to Chairman Evans. 

Items for Consideration 
 

Finance 

Item 1:  Approval of the FY 2022 Tentative Budget. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Finance Item 1.  Director McConnaughay made 

a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the 

roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Information Technology 

Item 1: Award of Contract 21-0158 to CDW Government LLC for the purchase of NetApp 

Maintenance and Support for Hardware and Software in an amount not to exceed $749,804.02 

(Cooperative Purchase). 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Information Technology Item 1.  Director 

McConnaughay made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman 

Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Facilities and Fleet Operations 

https://www.illinoistollway.com/documents/20184/92249/SummaryActivityReport+20210930.pdf/faf4d0ec-22a5-d98f-9cef-f795ac0ab72c?version=3.0&t=1633034859759&download=true
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Item 1: Renewal of Contract 13-0248 with The Gordian Group, Inc. for the purchase of Job Order 

Contracting (JOC) Program Administrator Services in an amount not to exceed $2,145,000.00 

(Tollway Request for Proposal). 

Item 2: Award of Contract 18-0107 to S.E.P.S., Inc. and Illini Power Products Company for the 

purchase of Uninterruptible Power Source, Generators, and Automatic Transfer Switches 

Preventive Maintenance and Repair Services in an aggregate amount not to exceed $957,039.99 

for an initial three-year term and a possible three-year renewal term in an aggregate amount not 

to exceed $1,035,665.29 (Tollway Invitation for Bid). 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Facilities and Fleet Operations Item 1.  

Director McConnaughay made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  

Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as 

follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Facilities and Fleet Operations Item 2.  

Director McConnaughay made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  

Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as 

follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Engineering 

Item 1: Award of Contract I-21-4732 to Walsh Construction Company II, LLC for Railroad Bridge 

Construction Union Pacific Railroad and Earthwork on the Elgin O’Hare Western Access Tollway 

(I-490), Franklin Avenue to South of Irving Park Road (IL-19), and on the Jane Addams Memorial 

Tollway (I-90) from Mile Post 62.00 to Mile Post 62.25 (Barrington Road) in the amount of 

$214,831,567.83.  
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Item 2: Award of Contract I-19-4456 to Walsh Construction Company II, LLC for Hinsdale Oasis 

Bridge Demolition, Grading and Building and Communication Tower Removal on the Tri-State 

Tollway (I-294) from Mile Post 25.0 to Mile Post 25.1 and Mile Post 31.0 in the amount of 

$4,091,360.02.  

Item 3: Change Order on I-17-4339 to Judlau Contracting, Inc. for Roadway and Bridge Widening 

and Reconstruction on the Tri-State Tollway (I-294) between Mile Post 35.04 (South of Grand 

Avenue) and Mile Post 36.70 (Wolf Road) and I-490 Ramp S1 and Ramp S2, in the amount of 

$472,144.90, increasing the upper limit of compensation from $154,525,013.11 to 

$154,997,158.01. [Recusal:  Director Davis] 

Item 4: Change Order / Extra Work Order on I-18-4431 to Walsh Construction Company II, LLC 

for Roadway and Bridge Reconstruction on the Tri-State Tollway (I-294) from Mile Post 20.7 to 

Mile Post 22.7 (Mile Long Bridge) in the amount of $431,500.00, increasing the upper limit of 

compensation from $183,359,942.65 to $183,791,442.65. [Recusal:  Director Davis] 

Item 5: Acceptance of Proposal from WSP USA, Inc. on Contract RR-21-9982 for Consulting 

Engineer Services, Systemwide, in an amount not to exceed $113,302,968.00. [Recusal:  Director 

Davis] 

Chairman Evans stated that the presentation of Engineering Item 5 will be deferred until after 

Executive Session.  He stated that Director Davis indicated in advance his wish to recuse himself 

on Engineering Items 3, 4 and 5, so the remaining Engineering items will each be taken 

separately. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Engineering Item 1.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Engineering Item 2.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 
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Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Engineering Item 3.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Gomez, Director 

Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (8) 

Nays: (0) 

Recusals: Director Davis (1) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Engineering Item 4.  Director McConnaughay 

made a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked 

that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Gomez, Director 

Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (8) 

Nays: (0) 

Recusals: Director Davis (1) 

The motion PASSED. 

Legal 

Item 1: Authorization to Enter a Workers’ Compensation Settlement – Michael Gibien.  As 

discussed in Executive Session. 

Item 2: Approval of Settlement Agreement.  As discussed in Executive Session. [Recusal:  

Director Davis] 

Item 3: Approval to Establish Settlement Fund.  Cost to Tollway: As discussed in Executive 

Session. 

Chairman Evans stated that without objection, action on Legal Items 1 thru 3 will be deferred until 

after consideration in Executive Session.  

Executive Session  
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Chairman Evans called for a motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to exceptions 

provided in Sections 2(c) 11 and 21 of the Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)11 and 21, to 

consider Tollway matters related to probable or pending litigation and the minutes of closed 

meetings.  Director McConnaughay made a motion, pursuant to the sections specified, to enter 

Executive Session, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called 

on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

At approximately 11:09 a.m., the Board entered into Executive Session.  

Return from Executive Session and Action (if any) 

 

Board Members Present:  Board Members Not Present: 

Chairman Willard S. Evans, Jr.  Governor JB Pritzker [ex officio] 

Director James Connolly  Secretary Omer Osman [ex officio] 

Director Stephen Davis   

Director Alice Gallagher    

Director Jacqueline Gomez   

Director Karen McConnaughay    

Director Scott Paddock   

Director Gary Perinar   

Director James Sweeney   

 

At approximately 11:46 a.m., the Board re-entered the public session of the Meeting.  

Chairman’s Item 2: Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Session of the Regular Board of 

Directors meeting held September 9, 2021.  

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Chairman’s Item 2, the Minutes of the 

Executive Session of the Board of Directors meeting held on September 9, 2021.  Director 
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McConnaughay made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Director Gallagher.  

Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as 

follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans stated that Director Davis indicated in advance his wish to recuse himself on 

Legal Item 2, so the Board will consider each Legal item separately.   

Item 1: Authorization to Enter a Workers’ Compensation Settlement – Michael Gibien.  As 

discussed in Executive Session. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Legal Item 1.  Director McConnaughay made 

a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the 

roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Item 2: Approval of Settlement Agreement.  As discussed in Executive Session. [Recusal:  

Director Davis] 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Legal Item 2.  Director McConnaughay made 

a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the 

roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Gomez, Director 

Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (8) 

Nays: (0) 

Recusals: Director Davis (1) 

The motion PASSED. 
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Item 3: Approval to Establish Settlement Fund.  Cost to Tollway: As discussed in Executive 

Session. 

Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve Legal Item 3.  Director McConnaughay made 

a motion to approve this item, seconded by Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the 

roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

Chairman Evans then called on Manar Nashif, Acting Chief Engineering Officer, to present 

Engineering Item 5 for benefit of the Board. 

Item 5: Acceptance of Proposal from WSP USA, Inc., on Contract RR-21-9982 for Consulting 

Engineer Services, Systemwide, in an amount not to exceed $113,302,968.00. [Recusal:  Director 

Davis] 

Upon conclusion of the item presentation, Chairman Evans entertained a motion to approve 

Engineering Item 5.  Director McConnaughay made a motion to approve this item, seconded by 

Director Gallagher.  Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas 

and nays being as follows: 

Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Gomez, Director 

Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (8) 

Nays: (0) 

Recusals: Director Davis (1) 

The motion PASSED. 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Evans entertained a motion to 

adjourn.  Director McConnaughay made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Director Gallagher.  

Chairman Evans asked that the roll be called on the motion, the vote of yeas and nays being as 

follows: 
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Yeas: Director McConnaughay, Director Gallagher Director Connolly, Director Davis, Director 

Gomez, Director Paddock, Director Perinar, Director Sweeney, Chairman Evans (9) 

Nays: (0) 

The motion PASSED. 

The Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:55 a.m. 

 

Minutes taken by:    ________________________________ 

Christi Regnery 

Board Secretary 

Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 

cregnery
New Stamp
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