
Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project 
Local Advisory Committee

October 6, 2014



Agenda
} Feedback on local issues
} Project status update
} Design and construction
} Rohlwing Road Bridge Project
} Construction protocol/winter wrap-up

} Project outreach
} Project financial plan
} Tollway website – construction contracts
} Project aesthetics
} DuPage County update
} Corridor-wide aesthetics
} Potential CMAQ projects

} Next steps
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Feedback on Local Issues
} What are you hearing?
} Construction operations and traffic flow
} Land acquisition
} Design features
} Development opportunities and trends
} Other
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Project Status Report
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Construction Implementation Timeline
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Construction Status – Another New Contract
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Rohlwing Road Bridge Construction
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Rohlwing Road to I-290 and Illinois Route 390 –
New Traffic Pattern in October
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I-290 and Illinois Route 390 to Rohlwing Road
New Traffic Pattern in October
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Final Travel Movement – Rohlwing Road to I-290
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Final Travel Movement – I-290 to Rohlwing Road
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How Can The Tollway Get the Word Out?

} What’s the best way to educate motorists of upcoming 
Rohlwing Road stage change?
} Meetings?

} Factsheets?

} ???
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Business and Residential Outreach

} Since last LAC meeting
} Local community meetings with staff

} Upcoming
} Outreach meeting with Hamilton Partners in advance of Park 

Boulevard/Pierce Road/Ketter Drive construction

} Itasca neighborhood meeting (Country Club Park) 

} TBD

} Other outreach?
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Project Financial Plan



Why Federal Requirements Apply to a Tollway Project

} Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Grants are federally funded

} Three EOWA Projects qualified for CMAQ grants ($68,739,000 total)

} Touhy Avenue and Union Pacific Railroad

} I-290 Interchange Project

} Elmhurst Road and Touhy Avenue (Illinois Route 72)

} Before federal funding can be released for the project, FHWA 
requires a multistage review process

1. Cost estimate review – First review completed in June 2012, and second 
review December 2013 

2. Project management plan – approved in December 2013

3. Financial plan – approved September 2014

15



Initial Financial Plan
} Comprehensive document - reflects the project’s 

cost estimate and revenue structure

} Provides a reasonable assurance to FHWA that 
there will be sufficient financial resources available 
to implement and complete the project as planned 
} Updated annually 
} First annual update December 31, 2015
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Initial Financial Plan
} Consists of five main sections 

1. Cost estimate - total project cost is presented in year of 
expenditure dollars 

2. Implementation plan - project schedule is presented

3. Financing and revenues - presented by funding source

4. Cash flow - an annualized presentation of income and 
spending to illustrate how periodic bills will be paid 

5. Risk identification and mitigation factors
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} $111 million identified under the leadership of DuPage 
County

The project is in the early stages of implementation. Under the leadership of DuPage County the project team anticipates that by 2025 it 
will be able to secure additional funding (e.g., CMAQ, TIGER) or additional in-kind contributions (e.g., right-of-way or final design) for a 
total of $300 million contribution from local and other funding sources.

Funding To Date From Others

Source Amount

Federal: CMAQ Award $68,739,000

Cook County Local 
Match: CMAQ Award $8,685,000

In-Kind Contributions 
(Anticipated) $33,713,020

Committed Funding $111,137,020

In-Kind Contributions

Agency Contribution Value

Cook County Design and Construction 
Engineering for Touhy Avenue $6,150,000

DuPage County Thorndale Avenue right-of-way $25,000,000

Village of Franklin 
Park

Design work for proposed I-294 
Industrial Park drainage 

improvements
$397,600

City of Northlake Final design of I-294 at IL 64 $2,165,420

Total Value of In-Kind Contributions $33,713,020
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Tollway Website – Construction 
Contract Information



Illinois Tollway Website 
Construction Contract Resources
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http://www.illinoistollway.com/doing-business/construction-engineering
http://www.illinoistollway.com/doing-business/construction-engineering


Illinois Tollway Website - Contracts
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http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker
http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker
http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker
http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker


Illinois Tollway Website - Contracts
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http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker
http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/projects-by-roadway/construction-tracker


Bid Letting and Opening Schedules
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Contract Information
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http://www.illinoistollway.com/doing-business/construction-engineering/contracts-and-awards%23active
http://www.illinoistollway.com/doing-business/construction-engineering/contracts-and-awards%23active


Project Aesthetics



Tollway Aesthetic Commitments - Baseline
Steel girder paint Pier/parapet

rustication 

Round pier – flyover

Baseline retaining/
noisewall formlinerLandscape

Black traffic signals

Leaf formliner on 
retaining walls

Mechanically attached corridor 
identifier on local bridges 
(design to be determined)



Illinois Route 390 Noisewall
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Example Tollway Applications
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Devon Avenue Bridge South Railing
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Devon Avenue Bridge – Complete South Half
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Summary of Tollway Aesthetic Commitments 
and Additional Upgrade Opportunities

Project Element Tollway Aesthetic Commitments Potential Upgrades by Others
Structures

Bridge Structures Prairie style rustication pattern on parapet Bridge signage on Tollway over local road bridges
Fluted rustication on piers and pier caps
Bridge sizing to accommodate multi-modal uses
Improvements to existing bridges (clean and seal 
coat)
Mechanically attached corridor identifiers on local 
bridges 

Bridge Railings Upgraded painted bridge fencing or decorative railing
Bridge Lighting LED underpass lighting Bridge accent lighting
Retaining Walls Limestone block pattern and decorative leaf pattern

Noisewalls Ashlar stone pattern

Landscaping
Mainline and Crossroads Enhanced tree replacement Gateway landscaping treatments, median landscaping 

Roadway
Traffic Signals Black painted traffic signal equipment 
Intersection Area Upgrades Stamped medians/crosswalks, Planters, Street furniture 

New Sidewalks/Shared Use Paths Grading at proposed locations, where feasible Construction of new sidewalks and/or shared use paths 
along local roads 

Fencing Black or ornamental fencing 
Roadway Lighting Replacement of existing lighting where impacted 

with LED
New standard or ornamental local road lighting 

Signage Illuminated roadway signs, destination signs, or other 
identifiers 

Stand Alone Identifiers Community sign monuments (outside Tollway/IDOT ROW) 

Design and construction of aesthetic upgrade treatments could be phased in over time by others following completion of Tollway construction.



Locally – Funded Proposed Aesthetic Upgrade 
Locations

Locally-Funded Aesthetic Upgrade

Aesthetics being 
coordinated with I-90 

corridor

Rohlwing Road

Devon Avenue

Park Boulevard 
and 

Park/Ketter/ 
Pierce

Lively Boulevard

Ro
se

lle
 R

oa
d

Wood Dale Road



Locally – Funded Proposed Aesthetic Upgrade 
Locations
} Rohlwing Road: black vinyl bridge fencing
} Devon Avenue: decorative bridge fencing; bridge upgrades 

(concrete staining, formliner, decorative columns on top of 
parapet); stand-alone identifiers (separate from EOWA)

} Park Boulevard and Park (Hamilton Lakes), Ketter, Pierce:  Leaf 
formliner on noisewall at I-290 and Illinois Route 390; LED 
illuminated signage; stamped concrete in median

} Wood Dale Road: upgraded bridge fencing
} Lively Boulevard: City of Wood Dale/Elk Grove Village signage



DuPage County Update

} Corridor-wide aesthetics
} Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funding 
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Next Steps/Next Meeting

} Next meeting
} December 8, 2014???

} Location
} TBD

} Topics
} ???
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Questions?
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